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Background

Bust of Cleisthenes 
created in 2002-2004 by 

Anna Christoforidis  

In the 6th century BCE, Athens 

was the site of ongoing fighting 

between the rich Athenians, who 

controlled the government, and 

poor Athenians, who were 

farmers and merchants. In 508 

BCE, a wealthy Athenian named 

Cleisthenes rose to power in the 

city-state. The following year, he 

introduced a system known as 

democracy. 



demokratia

kratia: 
power or rule

democracy

demo: 
the people

rule by the people

Definition of  

Democracy.A 

democracy is a 

form of 

government where 

political power 

comes from 

citizens.

The word comes from the 

Greek demokratia. Demo 

means “the people,” and 

kratia means “power” or 

“rule.” Athenian democracy 

was a direct democracy. 

This means that citizens 

were allowed to vote 

directly on laws and 

government actions. This is 

different from a 

representative democracy, 

in which citizens elect 

officials to vote on laws. 
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Athenian Democracy

The

Dikasteria
(The Courts)

The 

Boule
(Council of 500)

The

Ekklesia
(Assembly)

The Ekklesia was Athens’s main 

governing body and made the 

most important decisions, 

including voting on laws, deciding 

whether to go to war, and 

determining foreign policy. Any 

Athenian citizen could attend and 

vote in the Ekklesia, which met 40 

times per year. Decisions required 

a simple majority to pass. 

The Boule was a council made up 

of 500 men (50 from each of the 

10 Athenian tribes). These men 

were chosen by lottery and served 

one- year terms. The Boule made 

decisions about day-to-day 

government and decided what 

issues should go in front of the 

Ekklesia. 

i.

The Dikasteria, or court, was 

made up of 500 men over 30 

years old, who were chosen by 

lottery. They decided legal cases 

by majority rule. There were no 

official police or lawyers. Athenian 

citizens served in these roles 

instead. 



Read through the 
documents and answer the 
guiding questions and stop 
when you come to the place 

with the title Structured 
Academic Controversy



DOCUMENT A



DOCUMENT B



DOCUMENT C



DOCUMENT D



DOCUMENT E



Structured Academic Controversy (SAC)
Divide into groups of four and then divide each group of four into 

Team A and Team B. Pass out the Guiding Questions,

Teams, use the Graphic Organizer to collect data for their side. 

Team A argues ancient Athens was truly democratic,

Team B argues ancient Athens was not truly democratic

Team A presents to Team B, and Team B repeats arguments back to 

Team A, until Team A is satisfied.

Team B presents to Team A, and Team A repeats arguments back to 

Team B, until Team B is satisfied.

Teams try to reach consensus.  



Team A 

As a group you are going to look back 

over all the documents and find the 4 

MOST convincing pieces of evidence 

that Athens was truly democratic.

List those reasons on your paper, 



Team B 

As a group you are going to look back 

over all the documents and find the 4 

MOST convincing pieces of evidence 

that Athens was NOT truly democratic.

List those reasons on your paper, 



Once YOU have shared all 
you opinions you will each 
Chose for yourself whether 
YOU think Athens was truly 
democratic or not. YOU will 
write your own short essay
using evidence from your 
sources to support your 
opinion on the last page. 



The majority of your paper 
will be graded on your 

thesis statement and first 
paragraph, be sure that you 

follow the instructions 
provided in the following 

slide.  



How to write your paragraph

Thesis statement-

I believe that________________________ because of the evidence found in documents __,__, 
and__.

Source 1-

In document _ says “__________________” this supports my opinion that ___________ (support 
thesis) Because___________.

Source 2-

In document _ says “__________________” this supports my opinion that ___________ (support 
thesis) Because___________.

Counter Argument

Someone might disagree with me because in document _ it says “__________________” 
this goes against my opinion. In response to their claims I would say _________________.

Conclusion

Summarize your evidence, and tie it back into your THESIS, and finish strong. 


