


The Nile River Valley 

The longest river in the world 



The Annual Flooding of the 

Nile 

Silt or soil deposits from the flooding makes the land 
around the river very fertile 



Ancient Egyptian History 

Periods Time Frame 

Nile Culture Begins 3900 B. C. E. 

Old Kingdom 2650 – 2134 B. C. E. 

Middle Kingdom 2040 – 1640 B. C. E. 

New Kingdom 1550 – 1070 B. C. E. 

Late Period 750 – 332 B. C. E. 

Greek Ptolemaic 

Era 

332 – 30 B. C. E. 

Roman Period 30 B. C. E. – 395 C. E. 



Old Kingdom 
2650-2150 BC 

• The First Egyptian Civilizations 
started during a time period 
called the Old Kingdom 

 

• Egypt was divided between a 
Lower Kingdom in the North 
and an Upper Kingdom in the 
South 



Upper Egypt 

• Southern Nile River 
Valley 

• Upper Egypt’s Ruler 
wore a white Crown 
called a Hedjet 



Lower Egypt 

• Northern Nile River 
Valley 

• Lower Egypt’s Ruler 
wore a Red crown 
called a Deshret 



Narmer Palette 



Pharaoh Unites Egypt 

• The ruler of upper Egypt, King 
Narmer, conquered Lower Egypt  

 

• He became the first ruler over all 
Egypt and established the first 
Egyptian Dynasty (family of 
rulers) 

 

• Thus beginning the period in 
Egypt called the Middle Kingdom 



Pharaohs 

• Pharaohs were the 
rulers of Ancient Egypt 

 

• The word Pharaoh 
comes from the 
Egyptian words “Pr 
AA” meaning “Great 
House” 



Pharaohs 

• Pharaohs claimed divine 
right to their power, 
meaning they believed 
that the gods gave them 
their right to rule 

 

• Eventually they will claim 
to be gods themselves. 



Egyptian Social Hierarchy 



How would you describe Egyptian 
Government? 



Pyramids 

• The Egyptians built 
huge pyramids as 
tombs for the Pharaohs 

 

• Often times these 
would be started when 
the Pharaoh took 
power and only 
completed once they 
died 



Pyramids 

• There were more than 80 pyramids built around 
the Nile River 

 

 

 



Creation of pyramids 

• Made out of granite blocks some weighing as 

much as 80 tons!! 

• Perfect geometry with a square base and 4 

perfectly even sides 

• The base of the pyramids also had to be level. 

The great pyramid only differs 1/3 of an inch 

from one corner to the next. 

• The great Pyramid at Giza was built for Pharaoh 

Khufu and measures 755 ft per side and 481 ft 

tall. 

 



 



The Pyramids were built on the 
west side of the Nile to follow 
the setting sun. This represented 
the cycle of life in Egyptian 
beliefs (east = rebirth) 
(west= death). 



Theories:  Who really built the pyramids? 

• Slaves 
– Commonly believed 
– Jews 

• Hebrew people may have been forced to 
work on the pyramids 

• Farmers (during annual flooding) 
– Floated limestone blocks to the base of 

the pyramids 
• Free Workers 

– Graffiti / Drawings in the 
 tombs support this theory 

• Aliens 
– How could ancient people 
 make something so large? 

 
 

 



Who do you think built the 
pyramids? 

(Provide a reason(s) for this belief) 



Creation Myths 

• The Egyptians had many tales about how the 
world began. 

• According to one legend, it started with an 
ocean in darkness. Then a mound of dry land 
rose up and the sun god “Ra” appeared. He 
created light and all things. 

• Another version has Ra appearing as a scarab 
beetle on the eastern horizon. 



Egyptian Religion 

Religion influenced every aspect of Egyptian 
Culture. With out the Egyptian religion 
there would be no pyramids, mummies, or 
temples for us to see today.  



Egypt VS. Mesopotamia 

Like the Mesopotamians, the Egyptians believed 
in a pantheon of Gods (or many different gods) 
making them polytheistic. 
 
And they were anthropomorphic Gods as well. 
 

What does anthropomorphic mean? 



Gods and Goddesses 

• Egyptians had two chief gods  

• Ra was believed to be the sun god and the 
lord of the universe.  

• Osiris was the god of the underworld. Stories 
about him revolved around the idea of 
immortality. Osiris was the god that made a 
peaceful afterlife possible. 

Ra Osiris 



Isis and Osiris 

• Osiris was the Grandson of Ra and the First 
Pharaoh according to Egyptian mythology 

• He was married to his sister-wife Isis 



Set 
• Isis and Osiris’ brother Set 

(the god of the desert, 
disorder, and violence) was 
jealous of the Pharaoh 

 

• He killed Osiris by chopping 
up his body and throwing it 
in the Nile 



• Isis gathered up 
enough of Osiris’ body 
to resurrect him,  

• This made him the 
God of Resurrection 
and the Afterlife 

Compare and Contrast Egyptian Religion with todays  
ideas of Christianity 



King Tutankhamun 

• King Tut is the most 
famous Pharaoh  

• His tomb was discovered 
in 1922 by a British 
Archaeologist named 
Howard Carter 
 

• Inside was one of the 
greatest treasures ever 
unearthed 
 



Egyptian Pharaohs 



King Tutankhamun 

• He became Pharaoh at 
the age of 9 and died in 
his early to late teens 

 

• No one is quite sure how 
he died. Some believe 
he was murdered, 
others that he died of 
illness. 

 

Using computers, this image was reconstructed 
using his remains and may be what he actually 
looked like 



King Tutankhamun 

• The only information we have about King 
Tut is from the writings and items in his 
tomb 



Tutankhamun on the throne 



Ankhenaten:  First 

Monotheist 

1352-1336 B. C. 

E. 

As Pharaoh, Ankhenaten 
tried to change Egyptian 
religion from the old gods 
to one single sun god 
named Aten 



Death, Burial and the Afterlife 

• Because their religion stressed an afterlife, 
Egyptians devoted much time and wealth to 
preparing for survival in the next world. 

 

• Their belief in rebirth after death became the 
driving force behind their funeral practice 
called Mummification. 



Mummies 

• Mummification was 
the process of 
preserving the body of 
a person after death. 

 

 

 



• Priests would take out all of the internal organs, except 
the heart.  
 
• They did not take out the heart because it was 
believed to be the intelligence and emotion of the 
person.  
 
• Those organs were put in canopic jars, that were 
placed in the tomb with the mummy.  
 
•The Egyptians thought the brain had no significant 
value, so they took it out through the nose.  
 

 
 

Mummification 



Mummification 

• The body was packed and covered with salt and left 
there for 40-50 days.  
 
•Lastly the body would be wrapped in strips of linen 
cloth and coated in a resin 
 
•Preservation of the body was important to Egyptians 
because they believed it was needed in order to have 
an afterlife. 
 



What did Egyptian’s Write on? 

•They Carved or painted on stone 
•Or painted on Papyrus, which was a kind of 
paper made from the plant Papyrus 



The Egyptians written language is 
called Hieroglyphics 



Hieroglyphics 
Hieroglyphics are 
pictographs, or a 
collection of 
pictures/symbols 
which represent 
sounds or ideas 
 



Cartouche 

A Cartouche is a name or idea 
written into an oval which was 
used like a Signature 
 
Every Pharaoh, King, or Queen in 
Ancient Egypt had a Cartouche 





How do we know what Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics mean? 

The Rosetta Stone 
Discovered by the French in 1799 
this block of stone has an inscription 
on it written in 3 different languages: 

• Egyptian Hieroglyphics 
• Egyptian Demotic 
• And Greek 

 
This stone became the key to 
translating Egyptian Hieroglyphics 
into western languages 



The New Kingdom 
(Egyptian Empire Period) 

• The New kingdom is a time 
period between 1550 b.c.e.       
and 1070 b.c.e. 
 
• This time period was 
characterized by powerful 
Pharaohs who conquered 
territory through out Africa and 
the Middle East. 
 



Ramses II 
(Ramses the Great) 

Often considered the 
Greatest, most powerful 
Pharaoh 
He expanded Egypt’s 
Empire to control much 
of the Eastern 
Mediterranean world 



The New Kingdom 
Many Pharaohs of the New 
Kingdom gave up pyramid 
building favoring tombs 
carved from the rock of 
mountains 
 
 
Many of them built these 
tombs in an area called the 
“Valley of the Kings” west of 
the Nile River Valley 



The Temple of Hatshepsut, Egypt's 
longest ruling Female Pharaoh 



The Abu Simbel temples were 

built by Ramses II  

 



Egyptian Economy 

The Egyptian Economy was a barter 
system or system based on trade of 
goods rather than money 
 
 
This was due to the fact Egyptian 
economic production was 
controlled in large part by the 
government. 
 
 
 
 



Egyptian Economy 
All goods produced were subject 
to the Pharaoh's taxation making 
this one of the first examples of a 
command economy, where the 
government decides what is 
produced and who gets it. 
 
 
After the Pharaoh took what he 
wanted for himself and his 
government the rest was left to 
the individual to barter. 
 
 



Egyptian Economy 
 
 
 
Egyptians traded with surrounding civilizations 
such as Mesopotamia and later Greece and 
Rome 
 
They traded items abundant in Egypt like gold, 
cotton, and papyrus in exchange for copper, 
iron, horses, and wood from other civilizations 
 



Egyptian Economy 
Most Egyptians were farmers even though farmers 
were the lowest ranking people in the Empire 
 
 
 
 
Other jobs included: 
 Scribes (writers) 
Government Officials, Priests 
and Artisans (people who made things like furniture, 
metal workers, pyramid builders etc.) 




